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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATZON

PARTZCZPANTS: Chairman Mao Tse-tung

Prime Minister Chou En-lai

Foreign Minister Chi Peng-fei

Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs
Wang Hai-jung

Tang Wang-shen, lnterpretez

Shen Jo-yen, Znterpretez

Henry A. K cretary of State

Ambassador David Bruce,--@SWISSt"S;
Liaison Office

Winston Lord, Director of Planning and
Coordination, Department of State

AND TZME:

PLACE:

Monday, November 12, 1973
5:40 p.m. — 8:25 p. m.

Chairman Mao's residence, Peking
Peoples Republic oz China

(There was informal conversation as Chairman Mao greetea
the Secretary, &~Massadon Bruce, and Mr. Lord in turn
while the hotogzaphers took pictures. The Chairman said
that he had not seen the Secret-ry in a long. time and that
he now had a higher posi ion. The Secretazy responded nat
the Chairman ooked well, and the Chairman commented that
he was fair. To ~zahassadoz Bruce, the Chairman commented
that he was advancing in age like him, but younger. Ambas-
sadoz Bruce responded that he was not much younger. To
Mr. Lo d, the Cnaizman noted that he was very young. )
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Chairman Mao: What did you discuss?

Prime Minister Chou: Expansionism.

The Secretar

Chairman Mao:

That's correct
Who's doing the expanding, him {indicating
the Secretary)?

Prime Minister Chou: He stazted it, but others have caught up.

The Foreign Minister criticizes us from time
to time for the sake of ecpxilibrium, but 2
think he knows the real source.

Chairman Mao: But that expansionism is a pitiful one. You
should not be afraid of them.

The Secretar

Chairman Mao:

We are not afraid of them, Mr. Chairman.
Every once in a while we have to take some
strong s we did two weeks ago.

Those were not bad, " ures,
At. that time, we were not yet able to persuade
Egyptian Vice President Shafei. He came here
and said that they had no confidence in you.
He said you were partial to Israel. I said
not necessarily. I said that those of Jewish
descent are not a monolithic block; for exampl=
we coopezated with Engels and not with othez
Jewish capitalists.
The problem in the Middle East is to preventit now from being dominated 'by the Soviet
Union.

Chairman Mao: They can't possibly dominate the Middle East,
because, although their ambition is great,
their capacities are meager. Take, for
instance, Cuba. You intimidated them, and
they left.
And since then we' ve done that a secord time,
although we did not announce it.
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Chairman Nao:

The Secretarv

Recentlv?

Recently. They moved several submarines,
and we moved several ships, and they left.

Chairman Nao I'm very suspicious that this country wants to
have some relations with us. At the beginningit was done through aelecat'ons sent by Castro
At that time, the head of the Delegation was
Rodriguez. He led a delegation of six Latin
American compatriots to China to tzy to make
peace with us on behalf of the Soviet Union.
The second time they tried to make peace throu
Ceaucescu of Romania, and they tried to persua
us not .to continue the struggle in the idealog
ical field.
I remember he was here.

Chairman Nao/
Prime Nznzster Chou

".. .=. Prime Minister Chou:

Chairman Nao:

~Zt t

Chairman Nao".

That was long ago.

The first to China. (Said in
English. )

And the second time Kosygin came himself, and
that was in l960. I declared to him that we
were going to wage a struggle against him for
ten thousand years (laughter).
The Chairman was saying ten thousand years of
struggle.

I also declared to him that neither of. us two
were socialists, and that. we had been labeled
by you (Soviet Union) as being dogmatists and
that this is anti-Marxist. So I said let us
also give you a title, and that is "revision-
ism. " (Laughter) And, therefore, neither of
us is Marxist. A~d this time I made a conces-
sion to Kosyqin. Ql said that I originally
said this struggle was going to go on for ten
thousand years. On the'merit of his coming. to
see me in person, I will cut it down by one
thousand years (laughter). And you must see''
how generous I am. Once I make a concession,it is fax' one thousana years. (Chou and
Nao confer. )
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And ~m there was another time, also Romania,
anc a Nr. Bordeoloski came also to speak on
behalf of the Soviet L'nion. This time I again
mace a ccncess'on of a thousand years (laughter
lou see, my time limit is becoming shorter and
shorter.

The Secretar

And the fifth time the Romanian President
Ceaucescu came again -- that was two years
ago -- and he again raised the issue, and I
said "this time no matter what you say, I can
make no more concessiongs" (laughte ).
We must adopt Ch'nese tactics

Chairman Mao:

The Secretar

Chairman Nao:

There is now some difference between you and
us. I do not speak with such ease now becauseI' ve lost two teeth. And there is a diffezenc
between your and our activities, that is, we
just hit back at everything that comes. And
we seiz unon the fact that the agreement
reached e Minister Kosygin and us
has never rea. - y=. lemented, that is, th:
September 11, 1969, ' ' Me'k~ng
Airport.

I explained to the Prime Minister, going in
the car or elsewhere, that our tactics are
more complex 'and maybe less heroic, but our
strategy is tne same. We have no doubt who
is the principal threat in the world today.

ghat. you do is a Chinese kind of shadow boxing
(laughter). We do a kind of shadow boxing

w'hich is more energetic+ pul4L~
Prime Minister Chou: And direct in its blows.

The Secretar

Chairman Mao:

The Sec etar

That is true, but where there is a real
challenge, we react as you do.

Q believe in that. And that is why your
recent trip to the Arab world was a good onQe

The Chairman is learning English

Chairman Nao:
i

Whv i s it in your country, you are always so
obsess d with th=t nonsensical Wategate issueg
(There is much laughter on tne Chinese side as
the interpreter tzies to explain that sne
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couldn't really translate the Chairman's
wording for "nonsensical" which really meant"to let out aiz. " Primo Minister Chou asks

Lord i:f he knew the meaning of the Chinese
word, "pee. " Mr. Lord said "no" and the
Prime Minister said that he could ask hiswife. The Chinese side explained that it was
an adjective used to qualify the incident. )

Qe incicent itself is very meager, yet now
such chaos is being k'eked up because of it.
Anyway, we are not happy about

lent
But not in the conduct of foreign policy,
Mr. Chaizman, which will continue on its
present course, or in ouz capacity to take
actions in crises as we' ve shown.

Chairman Mao: Yes. And even in the domestic aspects, Idon't think there's such an overwhelming issue
for you and the President.

The Seczetarv:
.G

Chairman Mao:

The Secre a

No. Fo is
I am not co
President, too, wilI-.

There are many complex factors, including thefact that there are many old' style politicians
who dislike the President because he pursues
unorthodox policy. ' And too many 'ntellectuals
have become nihilistic and want to destroy
everything.

no issue at all because
..it at all. The

What I mean by domestic aspects is your
inflation, rising of prices, increase in
unemployment, becausegt seems that the
number of unemployed has been cut down by an
amount and the U. S. dollar is relatively
stable. So there doesn't eem to be any major
issue. Why should the Watergate affair becomeall exploded in such a manne Q?

Chairman Mao: For instance, James Reston and Joseph Alsop
are all now triggered against President Nixon.I can't understand that.

The Secretazv: I can understand James Reston b cause he
follcws others, and he is always'a reflection
of the fash'onable view. Joseoh Alsop —I
will return .to his original position very soon.
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Chairman Nao Do ycu hink they are writing articles, foz
instance, in. trying to taste public opinion?

The Secretar They all like to think that they are running
the country. And thev play President alter-
nately every other day and take turns at it
(laughter) . If we had paid attention to them,
1M. Chairman, I'd never have been here on my
first trip (laughter). Everything impoztant
has been done against their opposition.

Chairman Nao: Yes. People say that Americans can keep no
secrets.

The Secretarv:

Chairman Mao:

The Seczetaz

Chairman Nao:

That' s true.

I think Americans can very well keep secrets.

That's basically true, Mr. Chairman, but you
may be sure that as long as we keep the informa
tion in the White House, you can be sure that
nothing me out of our discussions.

Take tl".e Cuban incide .
' ' tan~~ake,

for instance, your visit z('a. gnc7 another
situation would~ your recent deali .g with
the Soviet Uniog In all these cases, secrets
were kept quite well.

The Secretar That's true. Things we can keep in my office,
we can keep quite well. But there are no secre
with the Soviet Union. We always tell you
everything we are doing witn the Soviet Union
There is nothing we are doing with the Soviet
Union that you don't know. You can count on
that foz the future.

The Soviet Union likes to create tne impression
that they and we have a mastez plan to run the
world, but that is to trap otl..er countries.
It's not zue. We are not that foolish.

Chairman Mao: You aze always saying with respect to the
Soviet Union something we are ou selves are
also saying. And your views seem appro:cimately
the same as ours, t'hat is, there is the possi-
bility that the Soviet Union wants to attack
China.

The Ser zetsz g Well, Nr. Chairman, I used. to thinl- of it as
a theoretical possibility. Now I tnink it is
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. more a realistic possibility, and I' ve saidit, especially to your Prime Ninistez and also.
your Ambassador. I think they above all want
to destroy your nuclear capability.

Chairman Nao: But our nuclear capability is no biggez than
a fly of this size (laughter).

The Secretar But they are worried about what it will be ten
years from now.

Chairman Nao: I'd say thirty years hence oz fifty years hence
And it is impossible for a country to zise upin a short period.

The Secretar well, as I have said on many occasions, and
as I said to the. Chairman last time, we believe
that if this eventuality were to happen, it
would have very serious consequences for evezy-
body. And we are detezmined to oppose it as
our own decision without any arrangement with
China.

Chairman Nao: Their ambitions are con't
capacity.

.. withECgkei r

The Secretar

Chairman Nao:

That may be true.
Beginning from their Pacific Ocean, there is
the United States, there is Japan, there is
China, there is South Asia, and westward thereis the Niddle East, and there is Europe, and
the Soviet forces that are deployed along thelines thx'ough Sibezia way up to the Kuril Isla
only account for one-fourth of their forces.

Prime Ninister Chou: East of the Urals.
The Secretaz

Chairman Nao:

A little closer to one-half. Two-fifths maybe.

Excluding the N'ddle East, that is. The Niddle
East would be counted on the other side.

The Secretarv: I see.
Chairman .".ao: But t1 at includes Kazakistan, the Uzbek Republi

Urquiz and other small republics. Also, some
ot .e «.& cori y na io«ali r trcc~s sta ioned in
the East.

UNCLASSlF /ED
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The Secretarv: We know where every Soviet divis'on is.

And we have occasionally discussed some of
this with you. But I agree with the Chair-
man. ..

Chairman Mao: (Before translation) They have to deal with
so many adversaries. They have to deal with
the Pacific. They 1.ave to deal with Japan.
They have to deal with China. They have to
deal with South Asia which also consists of
quite a number of countries. And they only
have a million troops here -- not erough even
for the defense of themselves and still less
for attack forces. But they can't attack

gpless you let them in first, and you first. .
give t1.em the Middle East and Eur~oe so they
are able to deploy trooos eastward And that
would take over a million troops.

The Secretarv:

Chairman Mao:

That will not happen. I agree with the
Chairman that if Europe and Japan and the U. S.

hold together —and we are doing in the Middle
East wh airman discussed with me last
time -- th5 . of an attack on China
will be very low. ":s,~"
We are also holding down a portion nf their
troops which is favorable to you in Europe and
the Middle East. For instance, they have troo.
stationed in Outer Mongolia, and that had not
happened as late as Kzushchev's time. At
that time they had still not stat'oned troops
in Outer Mongolia, because the Chienpao Island
incident occurred after Krushchev. It occurred
in Brezhnev's time.

The Secretarv:

Chaizman Mao:

It was 1969. That is why it is impoz ant that
Western Europe and China and the U. S. pursue
a coordinated course in this period.

Yes.

cr t

The Secretar

Chairman M o:
Because in that case, nobody will be attacked.

Japan's attitude is also good.

That's very important, yes.

UNGLASSIHED
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Chair. .an Mao: And the attitude of major European countries
are not bad either.

The Secze&rv: Their att'tude is better than their courage.
(Prime Minister Chou explains something in
Chinese to Chairman Mao. )

Chairman Mao: The main trouble now is those small Nordic
countries. (The interpreters then corrected. )
No, mainly the Benelux countzies.

The Secretazv: The Benelux count=ies and the Scandanavian
countries, and there's so. .e ambiguity in. the
evolution of the German position.

Chairm"n Mao Zn my opinion, Germany is still a part of tne
West and will not follow the Soviet Union,
while Norway is guite fearful of the Soviet
Union'. Sweden is a bit wavezing. Pinland is
slightly tended to be closer to the Soviet Uni

The Seer tar
/

Chairman Mao:

Because of its geographic position, not becaus
of its
That's correct. And t -very, cgyfgageous
during that war.

The Secretar

Chairman Mao:

The Secretar

Very.

They aze the country of one thousand legs.
That's true. .

Chairman Mao: The Soviet Union first carved out a part of
their country and then gave it back, and that
country is not one to be easily ozfended.
Because they aze hemmed in too close to the
Soviet/Pinish border.

Pris.e Minister Chen: Why were they cut off?
The Secretary' They did take part. They were in the Karelian

Isthmus.

Chair. ..an Mao: And even during the time of Hitler's occupatic
of Poland, Stalin still did not dare at". ck
some of the countries that used to exist along
the Baltic Sea.
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But he took them shortly afterwards

10

Chairman Mao:- That was because Hitler attacked Poland, and
the Soviet Union seized the opportunity to
act in such a manner. They t ied an agreement
of cooperation. The Soviet Union was able to
resist that opportunity to seize these three
countries.

Perhaps these three representatives have
embassies in your country.

The Secretar

Chairman Mao:

Chairman Mao:

And they still do; Mr. Chairman.

d the Soviet Union did not ask you first to
abolish those embassies befo~ they establishe
diplomatic relations with youp

That is correct.
In 1933.

The Secretar In 1933, those countries still existed, and we
establi ' omatic relations in 1933.

Prime Minister Chou: It's not so convenie
United Nations.

to go~ the

The Secretar They are not in the United Nations.

Prime Minister Chou:

The Secretar

They probably have some nationals residing in.
your country.

Yes. I frankly. ..they have ambassadors and
are accredited, but. I don't know whit they
de

Ambassador Bruce: They don't do anything. One of' them appears.
I think it is Bstonia, once a year, and gives
an annual day reception (laughter).

The Secreta

Chairman Mao:

You' re quite right. It has not affected ouz
diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union.

Let's discuss the issue of Taiwan. The
question of the U. S. relations with us should
be separate from that of our relations with
Taiwan.
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The Secretar~

Chairman Nao:

In principle. .
So long as you sever the diplomatic relations
with Taiwan, then it is possible for our two
countries to solve the issue of diplomatic
relations. That is to say like we did with
Japan. As for the question of ouz relations ':
Taiwan, that is cuite complex. I do not bell:
in a peaceful transition. (To the Foreign
Minister) Do you believe in it?

The Secreta». Do I? He asked the Foreign Ministe

Chairman Nao: I'm asking nim (the Foreign Minister).
(Prime Minister Chou said something that was
not translated. )

They are a bunch of counterrevolutjgpar'les.
How could they cooperate with us? QI say that
we can do without Taiwan for the tame being,
and let it come after one hundred years.
Do not take matters on this world so rapidly.
Why is d to be in such great hast~It is cnly d with a population
of a dozen oz. more mr

+\
5 Prime Minister Chou:

Chairman Nao:

"The Secretar

Chaizman Mac:

They now have 16 million.

CAs for your relations with us I think they
need not take a hundred years/
I would count on that. I think they should
come much faster.

rBut that is to be decided by you. We will
not rush youp If you feel the need, we can doit. If you feel it cannot be done now, then
we can postpone it to a later date.

-~

The Secretaz From our point of view we want diplomatic
relations with the Pecples Fepublic. Ouz
difficulty is that we cannot immeciately
sever relations with Taiwan, for various
reasons, all of them having to co with our
domestic situation. I told the Prime Ministe
that we hope that by 1976, during 1976, to
complete the process. So the question is
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whether we can find some formula that
enables us to have diplomatic relations, and
the utility of it would be symbolic strength-
ening of our t' es, because, on a technical
level, the Liaison Offices perform very
usefully.

Chairman Mao

The Secretar

That can do.

What can do?

Chairman Mao:
*

(Before translation) It can do to continue
as now, because now you still need Taiwan.

The Secretarv: It isn't a question of needing it; it is a
question of practical possibilities.

Chairman Mao:

The. Secretar

That's the same (laughter). We are in no
hurry about Song Kong either (laughter).
We don't even touch Macao. If we wanted to
touch Macao, it would only take a slight
touch. - e that was a strong hold
establishe back during the Ming
Dynasty (laughter .' . . has cuxg@l us,
saying why is it you do =even='RNg
Kong and Macao. And I' ve said to Japan
that we not only agree to your demand for
the four northern islands, but also in histozy
the Soviet Union has carved out one and a
half million squaze kilometers from China.

As I see the problem of diplomatic relat'ons,
Mr. Chairman, it's this. On the question of
Taiwan, I believe we have a very clear under-
standing to which we will stick. So the
problem we have is. . .also, the Liaison Offices
are doing useful work at this time. So the
only question is whether at some point either .
oz both of us thinks it is useful to demon-
strate symbolically that our relationship is
now normal in every respect. In that case,
we should find a formula to make it possible,
but it is not a necessity.

Chairman Mao: We have established diplomatic relations
with the Soviet Union and also with India,
but they are not so very good. And they
are not even as good as our relations with

tnem. So this issue is not an important one.

UNC|. l!SS)FIED



The issue of the overall international
situation is an important one.

The Secre&r I agree with the Chairman completely and
on that we must understand each other,
and 1 believe we substantially understand
each other.

Chairman Mao: Our Chief of ouz Liaison Office was talking
to you about grand principles anc referred
to George Washington's opposing Britain.

The Secretar Yes, he made a great speech to me a few
weeks ago. I'd heard it before from the
Prime Minister.

Chaizman Mao: That set of language can be cut down. And
we are now facing a contradiction. On the
one hand, we have supported various Arab
countries against Israeli Zionism. On the
other hand, we have to welcome the U. S.
putting the Soviet Union on the spot, and
making z the Soviet Union cannot
control the Mz

'

Our Ambassador
Huang Chen mentioned t rt..of~
Arab world, but he didn un erstand-. the.
importance of U. S. resistance to the Soviet
Union.

The Secretar Well, I took him by surprise, and he repeated
the formal position from the United Nations
(laughter) . And I understand that publicly
you have to take certain positions, and it
is not against our common position that you
do so. But the reality is that we will move
matters toward a settlement. in the Middle East
but we also want to demonstrate that it was
not done by Soviet pressures.

Chairman Mao:

So, whenever the Soviets press we must resist
apart from the merits of the dispute. Then
when we have defeated them, we may even move
in the same direction. We are not against
Arab aspirations; we are against their being
achieved with Soviet pressure.

Exactly.
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And that is our strategy right now

Chairman Mao: And now there is a crucial issue, that is
the question of Iraq, Bagdad. &le don' t
know if it is possible for you to do some
work 'n that area. As for us, the possi-
bilities are not so very great.

Prime Ninister Chou: Zt is relatively di ficult to do that. Zt
is possible to have contacts with them, but
it takes a period of time for them to change
their orientation. It is possible they would
change their orientation after they have
suffered from them. They' ve already suffered
once, that is with regard to the coup.

The Secretar You can do 'good work in Iran, and Iran is
active . in Iraq. And we have encouraged the
Shah to establish good relations with you.
Our strategy with Iraq is first to try to
win Syria away from it, and then to reduce
its in in sheikdoms along the Persian
Gulf. An : .it sees it can achieve
nothing by leaning . oviet Union. , then
we will move toward th —.f'izs~y
have to learn that they gain nothing from
their present course.

Chairman b!ao: And this country it contains no hanks or
coasts of the Arab gulf, that is tne
Persian Gulf. Recently, your naval ships
have gone in that part of the world. I said
that was good.

They are still there, and we will keep them
there a little longer.

Cha-'rman Mao«

The Secretary:

That is one carzier.
A carrier and escort ships.

Cha' rman Mao: And the Soviet Union often passes through
the Japanese straits, fo- e.«ample, the
Tszumi Straits eastward to the vicinity of
the &Iidwar Zslands. And they go in anc out
of the Japanese Islands. Sometimes they
test their missiles in the' Pacific Ocean, too.
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Chairman Mao:

The Secretary:
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Zn my opinion, their aim is to tie down a
portion of your strength in the Pacific
Ocean to avoid your sending a large number
of troops westwards.

Pirst, we don't mind their testing missiles
in the Pacific, because this makes it very
easy to find out what their charactezistics
are. As for the fleet, our difficulty about
operating in the. Indian Ocean and the Arab
Sea has been that we have not had a base in
that area. But we have now developed an
island called Diego Garcia as a base, and
we have also discussed with Pakistan the
possibility of building a port. And we are
establishing very cLose relationships with
the Shah of Zran. And I believe you will
see we will be stationing more ships in the
Indian Ocean from now on.

Chairman Mao:

]

Prime Minister Chou:

Why i Iran is favoring the Soviet
Union's As

' 've security system?

First, of the leaders " area - I
know, the one who understands the Soviet
danger best is the Shah of Iran. And he' s
buying very large numbers now of military
eguipment from us in order to defend h'mself
against the Soviet Union and also to be able
to protect Pakistan. So if we sat here,
Mr. Chairman, he would agree completely with
your analysis of the situation. But he has
a tactical problem, and he wanted to say
that he was for peace in general. I think he
made a mistake, but he is not really for an
Asian security system.

He will be arriving in China during the first
three months of next year. (The Prime Minist=
and the Eoreign Minister discuss the date. )It's going to be postponed. It 's nct going
to be so early.

The Sec etar He is very z ch interested in good relat-ons
with China, and we have recommended it very
strongly. And he sees your attitude and our
attitude about Pak'stan ana Afganistan.

liMLNIRN
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Chairman Mao: It seems to me that the comparatively
weaker place in the contemporary inter-
national situation would still be Iraq.

The Secretar Iraq right now is the most difficult place
in that area.

Prime Minister Chou:

Chairman Mao:

Prime Minister Chou:

(Laughing) Quadaffi went to Iraq to stir
up something there.
What have they done now?

He has gone and returned. He went there
to persuade them not to accept a ceasefize.

The Secretazv: Quadaffi is not the most stable intellect
that leads countries right now.

P"

Chairman Mao

The Secretaz

He is a man I do not understand. There' s
another, that is South Yemen. The Pzesident
of South Yemen approached me. He said he
wanted to sever diplomatic relat'ons with th
Soviet asked me my opinion. I was
not taken in said he must be
prudent. Now they ar themsaEjqg very
closely to'the Soviet nron.

Very closely tied to the Soviet Union. And
they are stirring things up all over the
Gulf.

Chairman Mao:

The Secretaz

Do you have diplomatic relations with them?

We have technically diplomatic relations
with them hut no useful influence. But we
give assistance to Muscat and Oman and
North Yemen in order to contain them. (The
interpreter and Prime Minister Chou explain
the location of Muscat and Oman to the
Chairman. )

Chairman Mao: Let's discuss something about Japan. This
time you are going to Japan to stay a few
more days there.

The Chairman always scolds me about Japan.
I'm taking theChairman very seriously, and
this time I'm staying two and a half days.
And he's quite right. It is very important

liNCLASSIFIEB
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that Japan does not feel isolated and left
alone. And we should not give them too
many temptations to maneuver.

Chairman Mao: That is not to force them over to the Soviet
side

The Secretar

Chairman Mao:

And not force them into too many choices,
for example, between us.

That would not come about.

The Secretar~:

Chairman Mao:

Not from our side either (not translated).

(heir first priority is to have good relation
with the United States. We only come seconQ

The Secretar

Prime Minister Chou:

We have no objection to good relations betwee.
Japan and China. We want to prevent them
from moving too close to the Soviet Union.

And th ould not be taken in.
That's why if t ething in the
Soviet Union, we some in- thea+(go
they are not all alone in faczng the Soviet
Union.

Chairman Mao:

Prime Minister Chou:

And we also encourage them to do things
together with the United States to avoid thei
being taken in.
Recently, Tanaka and others paid a visit. to
the United States. Was that on the West
Coast or in Hawaii?

Chairman Mao:

The Secretar

No, he went to Washington before they went
to the Soviet Union curing the summer. Our
relations now are better than they were when
I was here last time. They are no longer so
nervous (laughter).

They are afra'd of vou and you should try
o lessen their feasor. The Soviet Union is. '

doing its utmost to go all out to win them
over, but Japan is not so trustful of them.

No, they had a very bad historical experi-
ence, and that is;- ry for unat for all of
us. Ana the Russ'an. tempers:ant doesn' t
harmonize very well with the Japanese.

iiI uLIISSIIIEII
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Prime Minister Chou: During Tanaka's visit to the Soviet Union,
the Russians acted very stupidly.

Chairman Mao: They didn't have any discussions the fizst.
two days.

Prime Minister Chou: They lectured them.

Chairman Mao: They only made proposals about the resources
of the Soviet Union.

The Secretary: Yes, they did that to us, too. It czeates
the impression they are trying to buy us.
But the proposal is that we have to invest
there for ten years, and only after every-
thing is built, then they' ll start paying us
back (laughter) Ne have not yet agreed
and there is no prospect of an early agree-
ment to any of their big projects.

Chairman Mao:

The Secretaz

Chairman Mao:

The Secretar

Chairman Mao/
Pzme Mme. ster Chou:

And that includes most favored nation tzeat-
ment. N

' ' ut on the shelf. I thoughtit was good up . -that news. I thinkit is best to put it o .
. fozM, .

longer period of time.
But we would like to have MPN foz China
{laughter).

Not necessarily. So long as the Soviet. Union
doesn't get it, that would be enough (laughter)

The prospects of that legislation are not
very promising.

Is that sog
' The Secretarv: It won't be taken up again until Pebruary.

That's in the House. And then it mr st be
taken up in the Senate. But all in all, it
seems it will be finally passed if not next.
year, the year after. The big probl~w, Mr.
Chairman, is not the MPN clause, because the
Soviet Union doesn't have goods to sell us.
The obstacles to Soviet trade is not our
duties, but the low quality of Soviet products.
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Chairman Mao: Sut they can give you energy which you
need.

The Secretar r: Mz. Chairman, that is not exactly accurate.
Even if they were able to produce the natural
gas they have claimed, and there is still
some dispute about that, it would only amount
to about five percent of our neecs. And it
would take ten ;ears to deliver. And within
that ten-year period, we will have developed
domestic alternat'ves, includina natural gas
in America. That makes it much less neces-
sary, in fact probably unnecessary, to import
natural gas in quantities.

Chairman Mao: That would, be good.

The Secretar The problem is credits more than MFN. And
those we have controlled vezy rigidly. We
haven't given any credits.

Chairman Mao: I'm la' nowledge and cannot understan
this problem. understand this.
Probably what you sa -

' ect. ~pzesen:
the Soviet Union seem d" of such great-
amounts as $8 billion in credits.

The Secretar Yes, and we' ve given them up to now $330 mill~
They want $8 billion dollars just for natural
gas.

Chairman Mao: Your President issued the Nixon Doctrine at
Guam, I believe, and we see that you are
gradually realizing his policy in putting out
the flames of war in Southeast Asia. Zn this
manner, you will be able to achieve a greater
initiative.

t

The Secretar

Chairman Mao:

That is correct.
What you issued was a new Atlantic Charter.
(There was some discussion of the translation
of this word and the difference between
"Charter" ard "Constitution. ") But they mean
the same thing. T would think we will realiz=
the basic object've or that proposal witnin
the zirst half of that year. Most of the
Charter ' s alreacy drafted in the military
sphe e; we' ve almost cmp eted a dr-ft, and
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in the political sphere, we' ve almost
completed crafting it. The economic one
requires more work.

Chairman Mao: In the economic field, there are some
contradictions.

The Secretary: Yes. That's true, but they have to be over-
come too, because of the great need, and I
think ve can work them out. Our press always
concentrates on disagreements. Those diplo-
mats who are willing to talk publicly aze usu
ally least reliable, and their reports are
always published. But basically, we are
making good progress.

Chairman Mao: That is why 1 believe it will be greatly
difficult for the Soviet Union to seize
Europe and put it on its side. They have
such ambition but great difficulty.

The Secretary: I think. ' is very difficult. for them to
seize mi d if they attempt it,
they will certa- .to. fight us. .
(Chairman Mao talks to:. .

' ist&iPjRhou. . )

The greatest danger with the Soviet Union
is where they either move land armies guickly,
as in Czechoslovakia, or make a sudden air
attack in areas where they think we vill not
do anything.

Chaizman Mao: Take, for instance, the manner of their action.
in Czecholslovakia. It is completely
unseemly. For instance, they engaged in
intriguirg against Czechoslovakia; they
sent civilian aircraft and used. troops in
the civilian aircraft. .

The Secretary: To control the Prague Airport.

Chairman Mao: Later they sent troops there. . Others thcught
they carried civ'lian passengers in that
aircraft, but they sent troops. In that
manner, they vere able to control the Prague
Aizport. They sent troops there and reduced
Czechoslovakia to inertia.

cmme Sec That's true. That s ezactly hoor it hapcened.
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Chairman Mao: And, therefore, in my opinion, with regard
to the Soviet Union, it has a great ambition
and that is, it wishes to seize in its hands'
the two continents of Europe and Asia, and
North Africa and elsewhere, but tney w'll
have trouble doing that.

The Secretary: As long as countries that are threatened
stay united. (Chairman Mao toasts everyone
with his tea. )

Chairman Mao: They made use of the opportunities when both
of youz feet were stuck in the quagmire of
Southeast Asia. . And in this, your Presicent
can't take all the blame for that. The
Johnson Administration was responsible for
that.

The Secretary: Where did they take advantage of theiz
opportunity?

Chairman Mao:

Prime Minister Chou:

Chairman Mao:

And also Zndia

Czechoslovakia.

-Bid
And Z don't pay so much attention to these
minor things. That is, they have so-called
nonaggression pacts with Egypt, Zraa and
Zndia, like the Treaty of Friendship with
Zndia. Z don't believe that settles things.
Therefore, we would not agree to any such
treaties when they' propose them to us.

The Secretary:

Chairman Mao:

Yes. Z have noticed that.
And there are some people here who are
commenting that ycu had lost an opportunity t
take action when you did not dc so when Egypt
chased out Sov' et military personnel. The
commentary goes that at that time you shoulc
have assisted Egypt a bit. Upon he ring that
Z thought further. Z- thought that because at
that time both your feet were in the whole of
Southeast Asia, and you had not yet climbed
out.

The Secretary: You are quite right, Mr. Chairman. There
were t:.~o problems. 9!e had ouz election.
And, second y, we were sti'1 in Vietnz. "., and
we couldn't tackle both at once.
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Chairman Mao:

The Secretaz

That is so. You are now freer than before.

Much more.

Chairman Nao: And the philoscpher of your motherland,
Hegel, has said —I don't know whether it is
the correct English translation —"freedom
means the knowledge of necessity. "

The Secretary: Yes.

Chairman Mao:
gl.

Do you pay attention or not to one of the
subjects of Hegel's philosophy, that is,
the unitv of opposites?

The Secretar Very much. I was much influenced by Hegel
in my philosophic thinking.

Chairman Mao:

The Secretar

Both Hegel and P, who came a little later
after him. They were both great thinkers.
And Marxism came partially from them. They
were p rs of Marx. If it were not
for Hegel an . would not be Marxism.

Marx reversed th ncy of Wegel,
but he adopted the, basic theory.

Chairman Mao: What kind of doctor are you? Are you a
doctor of philosophy?

Chairman Mao:

The Secretar

Yes (Laughter).

Yes, well, then won't you give me a Lecture' ?

I think the Chairman knows much more
philosophy than I. And he has written pzo-
foundly about philosophy. I used to shock
my colleagues, Mr. Chairman, by assigning
essays from your collected works, in my
courses in the 1960s at Harvard.

Chairman Nao I, myself, am not satisfied with myself.
The main thing is that I don't understand
foreign Languages and, therefore, I am unable
to read books or Germans or Englishmen or
Americans.

6KLESSlFIE0
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The Secretarv:

Prime Minister Chou:

I can't read German in its original form.I must tra..slate into English, because it is
too complicated in its original form. Thisis quite true. Some of the points of Heqel-
guite seriously —I understand better in
English than German, even though German is
my mother language.

Because of the 'ntricate structure of tne
German grammar, it is sometimes gets mis-
interpreted if one doesn't understand the
qzammar correctly. Therefore, it's not
easy to understand the German language and
especially the reasoning of various works.

Chairman Mao: {To Prime Minister Chou) Don't you know
some German?

Prime Minister

The Secretary: German sentences are long, and the grammaris inv . Therefore, it's easier to
understan han German. One of the
characteristics o man language

yesterday, a few of those who know German
were joking together that German sentences
are so long in length that there are quite

- a few pages, and one does not understand
the sentences until vou find the final verb,
and the verb is at tne very end. That, oz
course, is exaggerated. One sentence does
not take several pages.

/Did you meet Kuo Mo-juo who understands
Germang Now we are discuss'ng Hegel, andI give you an opinion.

Prime M'nister Chou

Chairman Mao:

Chou: I learned in my youth; now I' ve forgotten it.

t

'

The Secretary:

Chairman Mao:

I don' t know the gentleman that the Chairman
was mentioning.

He is a man who worships Confucius, but he
is now a member of our Centzal Committee/

Let's go back to Heqel. In Hegel's history
of philosophy, he mentioned Confucius who
he showed great disrespect. He showed more
respect foz Laotse, but be showed the greatest
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respect for the philosophy of Indian
Buddhism.

The Secretar I don't quite agree with him (the Chaiman)
on that last point. That's a very passive
philosophy.

Chairman Nao:

The Secretarv:

And I also believe that that was not a
correct way of saying. And this is not only
true of Hegel.

There is a sentimental love affair between
Western intellectuals and India based on a
complete misreading of the Zndian philosophy
of life. Indian philosophy was never meant
to have a practical application.

Chairman Nao: It's just a bunch of empty words.

The Secretar

Chairman Nao:

For Ghandi, nonviolence wasn't a philosophic
principle, but because he thought the British
were too moralist'c and sentimental to use
violenc 'nst. They are nonsentimental
people. F ' ' t was a revolutionary
tactic, not an et r ' ci le.
And he himself would spin his own wool and
drink goat's milk.

The Secretar But it was essentially a tactical device for
him.

Chairman Nao: And the influence of Ghandi's doctrine on the
Indian people was to induce' them into non-
resistance.

The Secretar Partly, but also given the character and
diversity of the English people, it was only
a way to conduct the struggle against the
British. So I think Ghandi deserves credit
for having won independence against the
British.

Chairman Nao: India did not win independence. If it did
not attach itself to Britain, it attaches
' tself to the Soviet Union. And more than
one-half of their economy depends on you.
Did you not mention during your briefings
that India owes ten billion dollars in debt
to tne U. S. , o - was that all debts?
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That was all debts together. It's not
$10 billion but closer to $6 billion. I will
have to check. I hough it was $10 billion
to everybody, of which India owed 60 percent.
But you may be right. 1 have to check. (To
Lord: can you check, Win?)

Prime Minister Chou: That includes the rupee debt.

The Secretaz Including the rupee debt, that is correct.
Yes. And one can mention the dollar debt, too

Chairman Nao: I recall your President told us the various
debts at the World bank were $10 billion.

The Secretaz

Chairman Nao:

The Secreta

Chairman Nao:

Yes. When one includes the unilateral debt
and the rupee debts and the bilateral debts,
then it is $10 billion and probably a little
more even.

That is also something you' ve imparted to me.
In the past, I had not known that. And if you
come to 'n, besides talking politics,
talk a bit of . . to me.

C .

I would like that very, Kz''. Chairman.
That was my. first love, the study of philosoph-

Perhaps it is more difficult to do now as
Secretary oz State.
Yes.

Chairman Nao: And they say you are a galloping horse whose
hooves never stop (laughter).

The Secretar

Chairman Nao:

The Seczetazv:

He (Prime Minister Chou) called me a "cyclone"
(laughter).

There is a cyclone around the world.

Your Vice Foreign Niniste told me your views,
Nr. Cha~an, about the Aznb world when he
talked to me in October, and I paid great
attention to them.

C airman Nao . That is the matter of my discussions with the
Vice President of Egypt which was somehow
got en hold of by Lord Chins (alughter) .
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He didn't tell me who he had talked to.

Chairman Mao:

The Secretar

It was Shafei. Did you see him~

I saw Sadat and two or three others

Chairman Mao: At, that time I was trying to persuade him
to get closer to you, because I noted that
after you announced your position as Secretary
State and you'd only been that a few days,
you met the Arab Foreign Ministers and later
on invited t1.em to lunch. Only the Fozeign
Ministers of lzag Syria, Libya, and South
Yemen declined. I think even Egypt accepted.

The Secretar That is correct.
Chairman Mao:

The Secretar

That is why I was following behind you (laught:
I was very happy that you entertained those
Arab Foreign Ministers.

Yes. It was my first official function.

Chairman Mao: And yo edecessor, the previous Sec tary,
I think d'z

The Secretar He was interested, but. :—

had them as a group.
think. 'M eve

Chairman Mao: And these Arab countzies, which spread up from
the Atlantic to the Persian Gulf, account for
more than a hundred million people.

Prime Minister Chou: The population is now one hundred and fifty
million.

Chairman Mao: And they are composed of 19 countries.

The Secretar

Chairman Mao:

And we are making a major effort. to improve
our elations with them and take this very
seriously.

And the difficulties are a' so great because
these countries are both united and engaged 'n
internal stzuggles. It is not so easy to deal
with.



The Secretarv: Libya quarrels with all its neighbors.
(Prime Minister Chou leaves the room. )

Chairman Mao: Perhaps he's that kind of cock that loves
fighting. That's the way Krushchev cursed us.
He said we were a cock that liked fighting.

The Secretar He did not have a very successful visit here i
1959.

Chairman Mao: We fell out by 1959. We began to fall out in
1958 when they wanted to control China's sea-
coast and also China's naval ports. And
during my discussions with them, with their
Ambassador, I almost slammed the table, and I
gave him hell (laughter). And he reported
that to Moscow and Krushchev came. At that
time, he put forth the notion of a joint fleet
that is, for the soviet Union and China to
form a joint naval fleet. That was the sug-
gestion he raised. And at that time, he was
quite azz ause he had seen General
Eisenhower who ' esident, and he
attained the so-calZeZ'::

,~ C~avid. "
And he boasted to me in e zng that he got. td
know the President and the two English words
concerning President Eisenhower were that he
was "my friend. " (To Ambassador Bruce: You
knew that?

Ambassador Bruce:

Chairman Mao:

No, I never knew that.
And also a piece of news. Since then, he
never came again. But he had been to Vladivosl
and he went there from China. .

Prime Minister Chou: There he made an ant'-China speech.

Chairman Mao: None of the present leaders of the Soviet
Union have been as far eastward as Vladivoslok-
Kosygin himself has said he is not quite clear
about matters in Siberia. (The Chinese check
the time. )

Prime Minister Chou: It's been two and one-half hours

Chairman Mao And there's another issue .I would like to
discuss with you. It seems tccay we have .talk:
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too long. Over two and one-half hours.
We have taken up time originally set aside
for other act vities. (Note: He meant
Ambassador Bruce's reception. ) The questionI would like to discuss is that I am guite
suspicious that if the Democratic Party comes
into office, they will adopt the policy of
isolationism.

The Secretary: That is a very serious ruestion, Nr. Chairman
I think tl ere may be trends now among the
intellectuals and some Democrats in the dizec'
of isolationism. On the othez hand, objectiv=
realities would force tl em to understand that
there is no alternative to ouz present policy
Now, what damage would be done until they
learned this, and whether they would continue
with the same tactical complexity, this I
don't know. But I think they would pursue
the present course. (The last sentence is no'
tzanslat

Chairman Nao: Then you seem to ' same category as
myself. We seem to be ''re oz- Ms
suspicious

The Secretar~ I'm suspicious, and I have some questions
about some leaders. But I believe the over-
whelming necessity or the situation will fore=
us to return to the policy we aze now pursuin

But this, Nr. Chairman, is why I believe we
should use this period, when all of us are
still in office and understand the situation,
to so solidify it that no alternative will be
possible anymore.

Na And this is mainly manifested in that one
point -- that is the advocacy of troop with-
drawals from Europe.

Yes.

C1 airman Nao: This will be a great assistance to the
Soviet Union.

The Secretarv:r We will not carry it out in ouz Administratioi
It occurs in two th'ngs, the tzoop withdrawal:
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from Europe and may be a less of a willing-
ness to be very brutal ve y quickly in case
there 's a challenge.

Chairman Mao: What you mean by "brutality" is probably goin
to war ~

The Secretar

Chairman Mao:

If necessary, but. ...
I am not happy you are putting up a diplomati
front to me.

If necessary, but our experience has been
that, if they know we aze going to war, they
draw back. Up to now, they' ve always been
afraid of us.

Chairman Mao:

The Sec etar
Chairman Mao:

Because I also -think it would be better not
to go to war. I'm not in favor of that eithe
though I'm well known as a warmonger (laughteIf you and the Soviet Union fight a war, I
would also think that. would not be very good.lf you a ' to fight, it would be better
to use conve apons, and leave nuclea-
weapons in the st ' d. not to~ them.

LWe will not start a war in any event/

That's good. I heard you put forward the
opinion before that you want to gain time.

The Secretar

Chairman Mao.

The Secretar

We want to gain time, but we also want to be
a position that, if the Soviet Union attacks
any major areas we ciscussed, we can res'st.

.And it's in those circumstances we have to be
prepared.

That' s entirely correct. Qs for the Sov' et
Union, they bully the weak, and are afraid of
the tough/ (Laughter as he points to Miss
Wang and7(iss Tang. ) And you shouldn't try
to bully either Miss Wang or Miss Tang becaus:
they are comparatively soft.
Mr. Chaizman, in my experience they are not
very soft. They also don't carry out the
Chairman's advice (laughter). .
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Chairman Mao:
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She (Miss Tang) is American, while she
(Miss Wang) is a Soviet spy (laughter). .

30

(The Chairman then got. up unassisted and
escorted the Americans to the outer lobby.
He said goocbye to the Secretary, Ambassador
Bruce, and Mz. Lord in turn, and asked
photographe s to take pictures. As he shook
hands with the Seczetary, he said "and please
send my personal greetings to President Rich~
Nixon. " The Secretazy said he vould do that.
Ambassador Bruce 'and Mr. Lord indicated that
it vas a great honor to see Chairman Mao. Th:
Chairman mentioned to &Ir. Lord that he had
met him before, and Mr. Lord acknowledged thi:


